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Historically only
the wealthy had

access to
education &
information....

Johannes Gutenberg's first printing press.
Universal History Archive/Universal Images Group/Getty Images - from History.com



But today information

is everywhere,
created by everyone!




Participatory Culture
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Social News Media Citizen
Media Science

Citizen Science image from Wikimedia Commons - image of Citizen Science Team on Sauk Mountain by Park Ranger




What can we
trust?




Look for... |

Authority
sSources
Purpose
Perspective




Authority
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Is the author or creator....

e |ndependent?
e \erified

e Knowledgable
e Trustworthy




The New York Times @
17M like this

Welcome to The New York Times on Facebook - a hub for conversation about news and
ideas. Like our page and connect with Times journalists and readers.

Breitbart @ —
Page

Breitbart News (www.breitbart.com) is a conservative news and opinion website founded by
the late Andrew Breitbart.




TECH STARTUPS

MIT biologist says fear mongering on
coronavirus will go down as biggest fraud
to manipulate economies

! Nickie Louise

‘Does he actually work for MIT?
*Check the directory - no match
*Googled his name + MIT -
found that he has degrees from MIT,
but doesn't work for them
‘Does he have expertise in this area?
*Has been working for tech companies,
not bio companies
*Was lecturer at MIT in early 2000s
*Most recent is a tech company
*PhD in biological engineering (systems biology)
from MIT
*Google searches show MIT has distanced
themselves from him, professors have made
disparaging comments

Is he an expert? Is he reliable?




no benefits if | believe this?
no benefits if | react to this?

Yellow Journalism - Remember the Main!
Soviet Bloc AIDS disinformation campaign

*Nazi Blood Libel

*Genghis Khan sending sick horses to enemy camps

*Google “bombs”
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Sources
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Y.  Where did the information

@ come from?

P'(

e Canyou tell?

e Can you find/verity?
e |S it authoritative?
* |S it used properly?







Where is the photo from?
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Event Occurs |

Information Timeline

Withinminutes

L

Social Media

“Breaks”the story. Info may be incomplete, false, or biased.
Examples: Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, blogs

|
Withindays |
|

News Sites, TV, Radio & Daily Newspapers

As time passes, info gets added, updated, and verified. Opinions emerge.

Examples: CNN.com, Fox News, BBC Radio, New York Times

Weekly Magazines

I Withina week I()llnsmormns&g)n.l|ko?yloin(luk\(onloxlln!o.mlerwwswl")l(xilopxs

Examples: Time, Newsweek, People, The New Yorker

[ within amonth |

Monthly Magazines
Additional time allows for better reporting. May include opinions.
Examples: Wired, Scientific American, National Geographic

3+ Months Later I
|

Scholarly Journals
Written by experts. Well-researched and objective
Examples: Journal of American Culture, Nature, JAMA

|
12+ MonthsLater

Books

Benefit most from hindsight. Give most in-depth coverage of topic.
Examples: Nonfiction titles, biographies, textbooks, reference materials







What is the purpose?

News?
Opinion?
Satire?
-ntertainment?
Manipulation?




© The Yellow Press by LM Glackens, Published
by Keppler & Schwarzmann, 1910 - From the
Library of Congress

(OB







THE

NEW YORRER S

News Books & Culture Fiction & Poetry Humor & Cartoons Magazine Puzzles & Games Video Podcasts Archive

SATIRE FROM THE BOROWITZ REPORT

Not the newvs.

€he New Jork Times

Opinion

COLUMNISTS~  GUEST ESSAYS = EDITORIALS | LETTERS | SUNDAY REVIEW = OPINIONVIDEO = OP-DOCS = POLITICS | WORLD @ BUSINESS




Perspective
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Is it....

® |Naccurate
e Misleading
e Biased

o Skewed?
e [ncomplete?

:
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US GDP UsS GDP

Most dangerous cities Most dangerous cities

Total murders in 2014 Murder rate in major US cities in 2014,
per 100,000 people

5.5%

ol " - Chicago Detroit
RIGHT w07 .

Jan 2014 May 2015 ' Jan2014 May 2015 New York New Orleans
328 41
Detroit Newark
304 40

From the © National Geographic, Los Angeles St. Louis
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2 9 %8
015/06/150619-data-points-five-ways- Philadelphia Baltimore

to-lie-with-charts/ 248 a7
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is 4 followers'a lot? depends on

the context
» X

. ik
v J
| ¢ )
¢ ¥ i'

#in Instagram? in ardark alley?
Not at al yes, a lot.



NIGERIA IS A = C) TE DAy swow
COUNTRY PLAGUED BY

KIDNAPPINGS, EXTREMISTS

AND BANDITS, BUT THE

GOVERNMENT WANTS TO

CRACK DOWN ON A NEW

TYPE OF CRIMINAL...

TWITTER USERS.

AS AN AFRICAN,
ALLOW ME TO SAY,

“WHAT THE F**K?”
YOU NEVER HEAR
A FOREIGN NEWS
ANCHOR SAYING,

“THE UNITED STATES

IS A COUNTRY PLAGUE

BY MASS SHOOTINGS,
EXTREMISTS, AND FAILI
INFRASTRUCTURE, BUT
THE GOVERNMENT WANTS
TO RAISE THE PRICE OF
POSTAGE STAMPS.”

ViewsoftheWorld.Net

Nwenn



LIVE TV
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THIS IS AWESOME! Two-year-old Logan

Moore needs a walker to get around but his
family didn't know if insurance would cover : ) :
for one, so his local Home Depot found parts Donating vacation time to new moms is a trendy

to make it themselves. = @ MORE: bit co-worker baby shower gift

LiViNg haty 8 908

A teen who was homeless scores more
than $3 million in college scholarships

By Gabriel Kinder, CNN

=

VACATION DONA"
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DONATING VACATION TIME TO NEW MOMS  GmA

HOW ENPLOYEES ARE MELP EXPECTING COWORKERS

am v GOP009 L0

Donated maternity leave is a “trendy” gift you don't need
—unless you live in the United States or Papua New

. : = S “Hardships were never an excuse for Moseley,” CNN
No... it's not awesome at oll. it’s a painful indictment of

the state of healthcare in America,” reads the first
comment under this tweet by Fox 5 DC (5/28/19).

(5/22/19) reports—as they are, implicitly, for homeless
Guinea (Good Morning America, 7/17/15). teens who aren't offered millions in scholarships.

Hidden/Systemic Biases? Does the news favor the status quo?

“Or how about the story of a New Mexico girl selling lemonade trying to fund her mother's kidney transplant? People magazine (5/9/18) applauded her resolve, and local radio described it
as “heartwarming” that she had raised over $1,000. The massive problem is a kidney transplant in America can cost over $400,000. To anyone with a heart, what this story actually
represents is the desperate struggle of a child trying in vain to save her dying mother. Worse still is the fact that if she lived in Sweden, Spain or Saskatchewan, she would be given a kidney

free of charge and without question.” - From FAIR.org story
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UKRAINE INVESTIGATION

RUSSIAN FORCES ENTERED UKRAINE
[ Lohomt | Lok eyt | Phci o o | Ut s by s |

/

For example, this photo was used in a Ukranian
news story, allegedly showing Russian forces
entering Ukraine in 2014. However, the photo was
really an Associated Press photo of Russian forces
taken in 2008 as they headed to the border with
Georgia...not Ukraine.

Unfortunately, this and other misrepresented
photos were actually used by a Senator in his
attempt to introduce a bill in the US Senate! From
the "Picture Prosecutor's." Other examples of
misused photos are available on his blog.
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*EVERYONE
SEEKS

CONFIRMATION




It’s Not Just....

Also Think About...

Tfying to __
Persuade or .
Inform?

Level of
Analysis ™
Propaganda? -

Misleading 7\
Opinion v.

Fact Based ™\

Evidence - Use of
Based? - Sources



*Ask questions
*Think critically
*Is it over simplifying?
*Is the information easily
verifiable as true/false?
Are real people cited? Are
those people qualified? Are
they reliable?
‘Where did the image actually
come from?
Is 1t appropriate to compare
two sets of data?
*Is it misleading?
Who wants me to believe
this? Why?




" LIBRARY TIP #67: QUITTERS NEVER WIN

NO ONE VALUES
PERSEVERANCE
ANY MORE.

SERIOUSLY.
yOoUu CAN STOP
LOOKING.
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